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Did you know half of all heating related fires occur between december-february?
in the winter it can get cold, and you may love curling up by the fire.
but if you’re not careful and take precautions, fires can happen. here are a few tips to stay safe!
Make sure anything that can burn is at least 3 feet away from heating units.
Make sure all children and pets are at least 3 feet away from heating units.
Drying mittens or other combustibles over a space or portable heater is a ﬁre danger.
Make sure all cords on electric heaters are in good shape and checked periodically for any frays
or breaks in the insulation surrounding the wires.
Check the cord and outlet occasionally for overheating; if it feels hot, turn it oﬀ.
NEVER use an oven to heat your home.
Be sure to have qualiﬁed professionals install any stationary heating units; like a boiler or
furnace.
Have your stationary units checked once or twice a year.
ALWAYS turn oﬀ heaters when going to sleep or leaving the house.
Make sure to use the right kind of fuel for the right kind of unit.
Burn only clean, well-seasoned, dry ﬁrewood in the ﬁreplace.
Your ﬁreplace should have a screen in front of it to prevent sparks. Ashes need to be cooled
before placing them in the appropriate container.
Chimneys need to be inspected by a professional every winter.
Have chimneys cleaned if there is a buildup of creosote. Creosote is a chemical substance that
forms when wood burns and builds up on the chimney wall. It is highly combustible.

Don’t forget, some heating units
are electrical units.
Electric fires are also a possiblity!
Take caution to be safe!
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